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Juneteenth returns to Robert R. Church Park to
commemorate and celebrate a time of freedom
MEMPHIS, TN – When history
and culture converge at the his-
toric Robert R. Church Park in
downtown Memphis June 14-16,
revelers on the ground will expe-
rience the best that the June-
teenth Urban Music Festival has
to offer. 

“We’re working hard to bring
Memphis the best in music, food
and entertainment,” said Telisa
Franklin, the festival’s presi-
dent/CEO. “We’re expecting
somewhere around 40,000 peo-
ple to attend the three-day festi-
val.”

Memphis is ripe for such a fes-
tival as Juneteenth, where chil-
dren, adults and entire families
come together to support one of
Memphis’ longest running
African American festivals –
now celebrating 27 consecutive
years of fun and excitement.

“The festival is a staple in

(“Ali,” “Men in Black”) as the
larger-than-life Genie; Mena
Massoud (“Tom Clancy’s Jack
Ryan”) as the charming
scoundrel Aladdin; Naomi Scott
(“Power Rangers”) as Jasmine,
the beautiful, self-determined
princess; Marwan Kenzari
(“Murder on the Orient Ex-
press”) as Jafar, the powerful
sorcerer; Navid Negahban (“Le-
gion”) as the Sultan concerned
with his daughter’s future;
Nasim Pedrad (“Saturday Night
Live”) as Dalia, Princess Jas-
mine’s free-spirited best friend
and confidante; Billy Magnussen
(“Into the Woods”) as the hand-

some and arrogant suitor Prince
Anders; and Numan Acar (“The
Great Wall”) as Hakim, Jafar’s
right-hand man and captain of
the palace guards.

“Aladdin” is produced by Dan
Lin, p.g.a., (“Sherlock Holmes”)
and Jonathan Eirich, p.g.a.,
(“Death Note“) with Oscar®
nominee and Golden Globe®
winner Marc Platt (“La La
Land”) and Kevin De La Noy
(“The Dark Knight Rises”) serv-
ing as executive producers.
Eight-time Academy Award®-

KENTUCKY,  – Kentucky
Tourism will unveil three new
itineraries that highlight the
state’s rich African American
history and invite visitors to un-
cover the unforgettable stories of
legendary heroes like famed
boxer and activist Muhammad
Ali, Civil War hero George
Thomas Prosser and Allison
Dunnigan, the first female
African-American reporter in the
White House foreign press
corps. 
The itineraries are divided by

geographical region and include
Louisville & Surrounding Areas,
Lexington and Surrounding
Areas and a Statewide Itinerary.
Perfect for three- or five-day
trips, the family friendly tours
promise to enrich any vacation.
Visitors will witness the state’s
history come to life as they tour
National Historic Landmarks, a
UNESCO World Heritage site
and expertly curated museums. 
Below is a sneak peak into the
many stories waiting to be dis-
covered along the journey.

Louisville & Surrounding
Areas Itinerary

Day 1: Louisville
Kentucky Derby Museum – The
museum’s galleries feature
achievements of African-Ameri-

MEMPHIS, TN - Stephani
Brownlee attended TSCS from
6th - 12th grade and was
Soulsville Charter’s 2013 vale-
dictorian. She earned a scholar-
ship to Brown University and
graduated with degree in forensic

A thrilling and vibrant live-ac-
tion adaptation of Disney’s ani-
mated classic, “Aladdin” is the
exciting tale of the charming
street rat Aladdin, the courageous
and self-determined Princess Jas-
mine and the Genie who may be
the key to their future. Directed
by Guy Ritchie (“Sherlock
Holmes,” “The Man from
U.N.C.L.E.”), who brings his
singular flair for fast-paced, vis-
ceral action to the fictitious port
city of Agrabah, “Aladdin” is
written by John August (“Dark
Shadows,” “Big Fish”) and
Ritchie based on Disney’s “Al-
addin.” The film stars Will Smith

Cybersecurity training can 
transform many HBCUs
from front page 

expectations of higher education.
As a result, the landscape for
U.S. higher education is chang-
ing and undergoing a transforma-
tion. While this transformation
affects every institution in the
higher education system, Histor-
ically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities (HBCUs) are
disproportionately impacted.
HBCUs primarily serve minority
and low-income students and are
historically under-resourced and
under-funded. Some of the chal-
lenges facing HBCUs today in-
clude : 
• Increased competition for appli-
cant students – It is questioned

by academia and the media alike
as to whether these institutions
should continue to exist since the
minority students they target as
applicants are now able to attend
all institutions of higher educa-
tion, unlike the 1800’s when the
HBCUs were founded. While en-
rollment at HBCUs has been in-
creasing, it is at a much slower
rate than at colleges and univer-
sities overall. Enrollments have
increased by 25% since 1980;
however, by comparison, the rate
of enrollment at all universities
and colleges has nearly doubled
during this time . 
• Declining financial support – In
the past few decades, the finan-
cial health of many schools has
declined. HBCUs struggle with
unequal government funding
which worsened following the fi-
nancial recession at the end of
the last decade.
• Changing measures of institu-

Memphis,” said Franklin. “Festi-
valgoers can look forward to an-
other year of eclectic music,
choirs, entertainment, arts and
crafts, food vendors, majorettes,
dancers, steppers, cheerleaders, a
car and bike show, activities for
seniors and kids and more.” 
The artists line-up for the week-

end include the Tennessee Mass
Choir, Pam Armour and The
Memphis Shop, Courtney Little,
Wendell Weathers & Greater
Purpose, the Disciples of Mime,
Tabitha Adams, Brandon Lewis,
Sherry Self, Diamond Praise
Dance Company, Donte Everhart
& End Time Movement, Hope
Church, and many more.

The festival is open to the pub-
lic.

In addition to the Juneteenth
Career and Health Fair Expo, at- Juneteenth celebrants enjoyed several days of festivities during the last Juneteenth in

Memphis, TN and Mid-South. (Photo/Courtesy: Juneteenth Urban Festival)Please see page 7
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Disney’s new ‘Aladdin’ is live-action and
paced with adventure and fun for family

Explore 
Kentucky’s

African
American 

history with
new 

itineraries

Please see page 7

science. She then earned a mas-
ter's in Criminal Justice Studies
from Florida State University on
full-tuition scholarship and
works as criminal intelligence
analyst for the United States De-
partment of Homeland Security.
She is now on full scholarship
earning her second master’s from
Harvard University in cyber se-
curity. She was the commence-
ment speaker at this year's
Soulsville Charter School gradu-
ation, the school’s first ever alum
to do so.
Just like Brownlee’s class and

Soulsville Charter graduate
Stephani Brownlee works
on her Harvard master’s 

Stephani Brownlee returned to Soulsville Charter School
graduation as the commencement speaker. Here she is
shown with former Stax Records Publicity Director and
first Soulsville Foundation CEO Deanie Parker. Brownlee
is now on full scholarship to earn her Master’s degree at
Harvard. (Photo/Courtesy: Soulsville Charter School)

She is now on full scholarship
earning her second master’s
from Harvard University in
cyber security. She was the com-
mencement speaker at this year's
Soulsville Charter School grad-
uation, the school’s first ever
alum to do so.

every other graduating class at
The Soulsville Charter School,
every senior in this year's class
has been accepted to college. 

Brownlee is also a graduate of
the Stax Music Academy and is
a masterful keyboard player who
wrote and conducted her own
symphony in high school!
"Thirteen years ago, 2006, as a

6th grader, I began this journey
of learning about life, the obsta-
cles life will throw at you, and
how to face them when I joined
The Soulsville Charter School.
In 2013, I received my long
awaited high school diploma.
Now six years later, I am hon-
ored to return to my surrogate
family at Soulsville and pass on
the things I’ve learned since
leaving Soulsville to the Class of
2019. I wish the Class of 2019
much success and my wish is for
everyone to support this incredi-
ble nonprofit school by making
a donation today,” said Brownlee
in her commencement address.

The Soulsville Charter School
(TSCS) is a 501 c 3, tuition-free
Shelby County public charter
school.
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Historically Black Colleges
and Universities (HBCUs)
are disproportionately im-
pacted. HBCUs primarily
serve minority and low-in-
come students and are his-
torically under-resourced
and under-funded. 


